To the Editors:
Tanaka, Kobayashi and Miyake(1960) have standardized the formalin-filterpaper pellet(FFP)method as a quantitative anti-inflammatory assay.This is based on the inhibition of the granuloma produced by the subcutaneous implantation of formalin-soaked filterpaper pellets into adrenalectomized rats,weighing 60 to 80g.They have reported that the FFP method is superior,both in accuracy and simplicity,to the cotton ball method based on the similar principle.We have further studied the FFP method in order to improve its accuracy and to supplement the data of oral assay and of the test with intact rats. Table 1 indicates the relation of granuloma weight to the rat body weight, suggesting that the growth of FFP-granuloma is quite proportional to the rat body weight.Thus,the granuloma inhibition anti-inflammatory steroids is more clearly observed in tests using adult rats,which carry heavier granuloma,than in those using younger rats,which have smaller granuloma. The dose-response relation of cortisol acetate obtained by the experiment on rats weighing 180 to 200g is presented in Table 2 ,suggesting a wider dosage range and a greater intensity of the response in comparison with those obtained by Tanaka et al.(1960) who used rats weighing 60 to 80g. Table  3 presents the data on the granuloma response to cortisol acetate obtained in a simultaneous experiment with two classes of rats,60 to 80g and 180 to 200g in body weight.These data indicate that higher accuracy of the FFP-granuloma inhibition test is promised by the use of heavier rats.
Anti-inflammatory activity of prednisolone has been tested both subcutaneously and orally by the FFP method with heavier rats.The dose-response relations are presented in Table 4 and Table 5 .No marked differences in the slope and lambda value of dose-response regression are obtained between subcutaneous and oral test,although the oral activity of prednisolone is about one-tenth the subcutaneous activity.
As previously suggested by Tanaka et al.(1960) ,it should be reconsidered whether adrenalectomy is necessary in the assay procedure for estimating the activity of potent anti-inflammatory steroids.In Table 6 ,we present the data on reproducibility of the tests for prednisolone in intact male rats weighing 180 to 200g.The table indicates a rather smaller lambda value,0.12 to 0.31,and greater slope,-126 to-282,in each dose-response data in comparison with those in the previous report (Tanaka et al.,1960) ,0.3 to 0.6 for the lambda and-35 to-71 for the slope,in which cortisol acetate is tested in adrenalectomized rats weighing 60 to 80g.This suggests that adrenalectomy is not always necessary 
